
Awarding Credit Through Prior Learning Assessment 
Prior Learning Assessment (PLA) is a means for a student to receive college level credit for experiential learning that took place in a non-
traditional learning environment, such as on-the-job training, military training, professional development seminars, volunteerism, and experience 
in-field. Awarding of credit through PLA relies heavily on aligning knowledge and skills gained through experience with learning outcomes found 
in traditional courses of higher education. 
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